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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . V closed loop system for delivering information obtained from an 
information content source to a playback device, comprising: 

I a rAobile-content server comprising: 

an information content source interface; 

playback device interface; and 
a Server application operating on the mobile-content server 
and enabling the mobile-content server to be operative to: 

eceive user information; 

o\tain content programming information via the 
information content source interface, the content programming information 
being based at least in part on me user information; 

deliver\he content programming information to the 
playback device via the playback device interface; and 

receive response information from the playback 
device via the playback device interface. 

2. The closed loop system of^laim 1, wherein the response 
information includes a time-stamp. 

3. The closed loop system of claifri 1, wherein the response 
information is associated with a particular portion of the content programming 
information. 

4. The closed loop system of claim 1, Vherein the mobile-content 
server further comprises an advertising database njr storing advertisement 
segments. 

5. The closed loop system of claim 4, whertein the mobile-content 
server is further operative to deliver selected advertisement segments to the 
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aybkc^: device via the playback device interface, the selected advertisement 
segments\being selected from the advertising database. 

6. \ The closed loop system of claim 5, wherein the response 
information from the playback device is associated with a selected advertising 
segment. 

7. TheVlosed loop system of claim 4, wherein the mobile-content 
server selects the advertisement segments from the advertising database based, 
at least in part, on thet user information. 

8. The close\loop system of claim 4, wherein the response 
information from the plaVback device is associated with a particular portion of 
the content programming ^formation. 

9. The closed looj^gystem of claim 1, wherein user information 
comprises name, company, em^il address, shipping address, delivery address, 
and credit card information oi tn$ user. 

10. The closed loop systeki of claim 1, wherein the user information 
comprises preference information comprising specific content request and 
content categories. 

11. The closed loop system of <^aim 1, wherein the playback device 
comprises: 

a memory storage unit; 

an information content source interface; 

a mobile-content server interface; stad 

a processing unit coupled to the menk>ry storage unit, the 
information content source interface and the mobilercontent server interface, 
the processing unit, in response to instructions stored^in the memory storage 
unit, being operative to: 

enable the information content soured interface in 
accordance with the content programming information; 
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q p>s ( \ receive information content from an information content 

source via\the information content source interface; and 

store the information content into the memory storage unit. 

12. "fee closed loop system of claim 11, wherein prior to storing the 
information content into the memory storage unit, the processing unit is 
operative to convVt the information content into one or more content segments. 

1 3 . The cleised loop system of claim 1 1 , wherein the mobile-content 
server further comprises an advertising database for storing advertisement 
segments, the mobile-cbntent server is further operative to deliver selected 
advertisement segments to the playback device via the playback device 
interface, the selected advertisement segments being selected from the 
advertising database, and wnerein the processing unit of playback device, prior 
to storing the information content into the memory storage unit, is further 
operative to: 

O convert the informatipn content into one or more content 

segments; and 

interleave the selected advertisement segments with the one or 
more content segments. 

14. The closed loop system of claim 13, wherein the information 
content source interface is a tunable receiver and the content programming 
information comprises an information content source identifier and a time- 
stamp and the playback device is operative tollable the information content 
source interface by tuning the tunable receiver to a channel associated with the 
information content source identifier at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

15. The closed loop system of claim 11, wherein the information 
content source interface is a tunable receiver and the content programming 
information comprises an information content source identifier and a time- 
stamp and the playback device is operative to enable the information content 
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s so]/rce interface by tuning the tunable receiver to a channel associated with the 
information content source identifier at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

16. TheVclosed loop system of claim 15, wherein the mobile-content 
server further comprises an advertising database for storing advertisement 
segments, the mobiffe-content server is further operative to deliver selected 
advertisement segments to the playback device, the selected advertisement 
segments being selected from the advertising database, and wherein the 
processing unit of playback device, prior to storing the information content into 
the memory storage unit, Afurther operative to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the selec^pd advertisement segments with the one or 
more content segments. 

17. The closed loop systeA of claim 11, wherein the information 
content source interface is a cellular receiver and the content programming 
information comprises a telephone nuntoer and a time-stamp, and the playback 
device is operative to enable the information content source interface by 
initiating a call to the telephone number at \he time identified by the time- 
stamp. 

18. The closed loop system of claimM7, wherein the information 
content is received by the playback device in raw form. 

19. The closed loop system of claim 17V wherein the information 
content is received by the playback device in content segment form. 
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The closed loop system of claim 1, wherein the playback device 



aVnemory storage unit; 
an\nformation content source interface; 
a mobile-content server interface; 
an audio output; 

a processing unit coupled to the memory storage unit, the mobile- 
content server interface, the audio output and the information content source 
interface, the processing unit, in response to instructions stored in the memory 
storage unit, being operative to: 

enable \he information content source interface in 
accordance with the contenttorogramming information; 

receive information content transmitted content from an 
information content source via\he information content source interface; and 

provide the information content to the audio output. 

2 1 . The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein prior to providing the 
information content to the audio outVut, the processing unit is operative to 
convert the information content into one or more content segments. 

22. The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein the mobile-content 

server further comprises an advertising database for storing advertisement 

segments, the mobile-content server is fiirkier operative to deliver selected 

advertisement segments to the playback device via the playback device 

interface, the selected advertisement segments being selected from the 

\ 

advertising database, and wherein the processing unit of the playback device, 

in conjunction to providing the information content to the audio output, is 

further operative to: \ 

convert the information content into one or more content 

\ 

segments; and 
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interleave the selected advertisement segments with the one or 



more content segments. 

23. \ The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein the mobile-content 
server furthen comprises an advertising database for storing advertisement 
segments, the mobile-content server is further operative to deliver selected 
advertisement segments to the playback device via the playback device 
interface, the selected advertisement segments being selected from the 
advertising databasV and wherein the processing unit of playback device, prior 
to providing the information content to the audio output, is further operative to: 



more content segments. \ 

24. The closed loopWstem of claim 23, wherein the information 
content source interface is a tunable receiver and the content programming 
information comprises an information content source identifier and a time- 
stamp and the playback device is operative to enable the information content 
source interface by tuning to a chaimel associated with the information content 
source identifier at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

25. The closed loop system oi\elaim 20, wherein the information 
content source interface is a tunable receiver and the content programming 
information comprises an information content source identifier and a time- 
stamp and the playback device is operative to enable the information content 
source interface by tuning the tunable receiver to a channel associated with the 
information content source identifier at the tima identified by the time-stamp. 

26. The closed loop system of claim 25,Vvherein the mobile-content 
server further comprises an advertising database for storing advertisement 
segments, the mobile-content server is further operative to deliver selected 
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pertisement segments to the playback device via the playback device 
interface, me selected advertisement segments being selected from the 
advertising database, and wherein the processing unit of the playback device, in 
conjunction wkh providing the information content to the audio output, is 
further operative 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleavevthe selected advertisement segments with the one or 
more content segments. * 

27. The closed lofop system of claim 25, wherein the mobile-content 
server further comprises an advertising database for storing advertisement 
segments, the mobile-content \erver is further operative to deliver selected 
advertisement segments to the playback device via the playback device 
interface, the selected advertisement segments being selected from the 
advertising database, and wherein the processing unit of playback device, prior 
to providing the information content tso the audio output, is further operative to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the selected advertisement segments with the one or 
more content segments. 

28. The closed loop system of clairA 20, wherein the information 
content source interface is a cellular receiver and the content programming 
information comprises a telephone number andui time-stamp, and the playback 
device is operative to enable the information content source interface by 
initiating a call to the telephone number at the tim£ identified by the time- 
stamp. 

29. The closed loop system of claim 28, wli^rein the information 
content is received by the playback device in raw for 
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^ I 30. \ The closed loop system of claim 28, wherein the information 
content is received by the playback device in content segment form. 

3 1 . Y he c l° se d 1°°P system of claim 20, wherein the information 
content sourcevinterface is a cellular receiver and the content programming 
information comprises a time-stamp, and the playback device is operative to 
enable the information content source interface by accepting an incoming call 
at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

32. The closfed loop system of claim 31, wherein the information 
content is received by me playback device in raw form. 

33. The closed loop system of claim 31, wherein the information 
content is received by the playback device in content segment form. 

34. The closed looA system of claim 20, wherein the information 
content source interface is a tenable receiver and the content programming 
information comprises an inforaiation content source identifier, a time-stamp 
and a time duration, and the playback device is operative to enable the 
information content source interface by tuning to a channel associated with the 
information content source identifier at the time identified by the time-stamp, 
and the playback device is operative to receive information content transmitted 
from the information source for the time duration. 

35. The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein the playback device 
interface and the mobile-content server interface are wireless interfaces. 

36. The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein the playback device 
interface and the mobile-content server interface are cellular interfaces. 

37. The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein the playback device 
interface and the mobile-content server interface are pager interfaces. 

38. The closed loop system of claim 20, wherein the playback device 
interface and the mobile-content server interface are Bluetooth interfaces. 
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[39. \ The closed loop system of claim 1 wherein the mobile-content 
server and tnt playback device are included within a single device. 

40. TTae closed loop system of claim 1, wherein the playback device 
includes a tunable receiver and the content information identifies a channel, a 
start-time and anWd-time. 

41. The erased loop system of claim 1, wherein the playback device 
includes a tunable receiver and the content information identifies a channel, a 
start-time and a duration. 
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playback device comprising: 
aYmemory storage unit; 
aminformation content source interface; 
a mobile-content server interface; 

a processing unit coupled to the memory storage unit, the 
information contenV source interface and the mobile-content server interface, 
the processing unit, m response to instructions stored in the memory storage 
unit, being operative to: 

receive content programming information via the mobile- 
content server interface; 

enableVhe information content source interface in 
accordance with the content programming information; 

receive information content from the information content 
source via the information content source interface; 

store the intimation content into the memory storage unit; 

and 

provide response information to the mobile-content server 

interface. 
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e playback device of claim 42 , wherein prior to storing the 
information content into the memory storage unit, the processing unit is 
operative to concert the information content into one or more content segments. 

44. The playback device of claim 42, wherein the playback device is 
further operative to teceive an advertisement segment via the mobile-content 
server interface, and ^herein the processing unit of playback device, prior to 
storing the information \ontent into the memory storage unit, is further 
operative to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the advei^sement segment with the one or more content 

segments. 

45. The playback device ofVlaim 42, wherein the information content 
source interface is a tunable receiver afod the content programming information 
comprises an information content sourca identifier and a time-stamp and the 
playback device is operative to enable th^nformation content source interface 
by tuning to a channel associated with the information content source identifier 
at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

46. The playback device of claim 42, ^herein the information content 
source interface is a cellular receiver. 

47. The playback device of claim 46, wh^ein the information content 
is received by the playback device in raw form. 

48. The playback device of claim 46, wherein the information content 
is received by the playback device in content segment form. 

49. The playback device of claim 42, wherein the information content 
source interface is a cellular receiver and the content programming information 
comprises a telephone number and a time-stamp, and the playback device is 



0535482.04 



56 



f^7 




Attorney DockcWTo.: I2GO01.CIP (9297.99239) 



1 operative to enable the information content source interface by initiating a call 
to the telephone number at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

50. \The playback device of claim 49, wherein the information content 
is received b^the playback device in raw form. 

5 1 . THe playback device of claim 49, wherein the information content 
is received by the playback device in content segment form. 

52. The playback device of claim 42, further comprising an audio 
interface coupled to\he processing unit, and the processing unit is further 
operative to: 

read the information content from the memory storage unit; and 
provide the mformation content to the audio interface. 

53. The playback ^evice of claim 42, further comprising a response 
generator interface coupled rathe processing unit, and the processing unit is 
operative to provide response mformation by being operative to: 

detect a signal on tnfe response generator interface; 

create a response based, at least in part, on the detected signal; and 

provide the response to\the mobile-content interface. 

54. The playback device of claim 42, further comprising an audio 
interface and a response generator interlace, both coupled to the processing 
unit, and the processing unit is further operative to: 

read the information content from the memory storage unit; and 
provide the information contentVo the audio interface; and 
the processing unit is operative to^provide response information by 
being operative to: 

detect a signal on the response generator interface; 
create a response based at least in partyon the detected signal; and 
provide the response to the mobile-content interface. 
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>^7 . 

/ 55. \The playback device of claim 54, wherein the response generator 
interface is a iker actuated key. 

56. THe playback device of claim 54, wherein the response generator 
interface is a use\ actuated programmable key. 

57. The playback device of claim 54, wherein the response generator 
interface is a voice activated receiver. 
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58. \ A playback device comprising: 
memory storage unit; 

information content source interface; 
a n\obile-content server interface; 
an amaio output; 

a processing unit coupled to the memory storage unit, the mobile- 
content server internee, the audio output and the information content source 
interface, the processing unit, in response to instructions stored in the memory 
storage unit, being operative to: 

enabl&the information content source interface in 
accordance with the conten^ programming information; 

receive information content via the information content 
source interface; and 

provide the ^formation content to the audio output. 

59. The playback device* of claim 58, wherein prior to providing the 
information content to the audio output, the processing unit is operative to 
convert the information content into one or more content segments. 

60. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the processing unit is 
further operative to receive at least onte advertisement segment via the playback 
device interface, and wherein the processing unit of playback device, in 
conjunction to providing the information content to the audio output, is further 
operative to: 

convert the information contdjit into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the advertisement seg&nent with the one or more content 

segments. 
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61. \ The playback device of claim 58, wherein the processing unit is 
further operative to receive at least one advertisement segment via the playback 
device interface, and wherein the processing unit of playback device, prior to 
providing th^information content to the audio output, is further operative to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the advertisement segment with the one or more content 

segments. 

62. The playback device of claim 61, wherein the information content 
source interface is a timable receiver and the content programming information 
comprises an information content source identifier and a time-stamp and the 
processing unit is operative to enable the information content source interface 
by tuning to a channel associated with the information content source identifier 
at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

63. The playback dev\ce of claim 58, wherein the information content 
source interface is a tunable receiver and the content programming infomiation 
comprises a channel and a time-stamp and the playback device is operative to 
enable the information content souf ce interface by tuning to the channel at the 
time identified by the time-stamp. 

64. The playback device ofVlaim 63, wherein processing unit is 
further operative to receive a pluralitjXof advertisement segments via the 
mobile-content server interface, and wherein the processing unit, in conjunction 
with providing the information content the audio output, is further operative 
to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the plurality of adver\isement segments with the one or 
more content segments. 
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65. \The playback device of claim 63, wherein the processing unit is 
further operative to receive a plurality of advertisement segments via the 
mobile-content server interface, and wherein the processing unit, prior to 
providing the information content to the audio output, is further operative to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the plurality of advertisement segments with the one or 
more content segments. 

66. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the information content 
source interface is a cellular receiver and the content programming information 
comprises a telephone rmmber and a time-stamp, and the processing unit is 
operative to enable the inVormation content source interface by initiating a call 
to the telephone number at\the time identified by the time-stamp. 

67. The playback device of claim 66, wherein the information content 
is received by the playback device in raw form. 

68. The playback device of claim 66, wherein the information content 
is received by the playback device in content segment form. 

69. The playback device Y>f claim 58, wherein the information content 
source interface is a cellular receiver and the content programming information 
comprises a time-stamp, and the processing unit is operative to enable the 
information content source interface accepting an incoming call at the time 
identified by the time-stamp. 

70. The playback device of claiki 69, wherein the information content 
is received by the playback device in rawTOrm. 

71 . The playback device of claim t>9, wherein the information content 
is received by the playback device in content segment form. 
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72. Tlie playback device of claim 58, wherein the information content 
source interfaceVs a tunable receiver and the content programming information 
comprises an information content source identifier, a time-stamp and a time 
duration, and the playback device is operative to enable the information content 
source interface by Wing to a channel associated with the information content 
source identifier at thWme identified by the time-stamp, and the playback 
device is operative to receive information content transmitted from the 
information source for the time duration. 

73. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a wireless interface. 

74. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a cellular interface. 

75. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a pager interface. 

76. The playback deviceW claim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a Bluetooth intei^ace. 

77. The playback device ofu:laim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a flash card interface. 

78. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a wired interface. 

79. The playback device of claim 58, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is a USB interface. 
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SO. \ A playback device comprising: 
memory storage unit; 
aV information content source interface; 
amaudio interface 
a user interface; and 

a processing unit coupled to the memory storage unit, the user 
interface, the audicXinterface and the information content source interface, the 
processing unit, in response to instructions stored in the memory storage unit, 
being operative to: 

rece\ve content programming information via the user 

interface; 

enable\he information content source interface in 
accordance with the conten\ programming information; 

receive information content via the information content 

source interface; 

provide the information content to the audio output. 

8 1 . The playback device^ of claim 80, wherein prior to providing the 
information content to the audio output, the processing unit is operative to 
convert the information content intoyone or more content segments. 

82. The playback device of claim 80, further comprising a mobile- 
content server interface and wherein tlie processing unit is further operative to 
receive at least one advertisement segment via the mobile-content server 
interface, and wherein the processing unit, in conjunction to providing the 
information content to the audio output, i» further operative to: 

convert the information content into one or more content 
segments; and 

interleave the advertisement segment with the one or more content 

segments. 
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83. The playback device of claim 82, wherein the mobile-content 
server interfaceVs an interface to a flash memory card. 

84. The playback device of claim 82, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is an interface to a personal computer. 

85. The playback device of claim 82, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface is anmterface to a server device. 

86. The playback device of claim 82, wherein the mobile-content 
server interface and the information content source interface are the same. 

87. The playback device of claim 80, wherein the information content 
source interface is a tunable receiver and the content programming information 
comprises an information content source identifier and a time-stamp and the 
processing unit is operative to enable the information content source interface 
by tuning to a channel associated with the information content source identifier 
at the time identified by the time-stamp. 

88. The playback devioe of claim 80, wherein the information content 
source interface is a cellular receVer and the content programming information 
comprises a telephone number ancha time-stamp, and the processing unit is 
operative to enable the information content source interface by initiating a call 
to the telephone number at the time identified by the time-stamp. 
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A playback device comprising: 
a memory storage unit; 
an information content source interface; 
a user interface; and 

a processing unit coupled to the memory storage unit, the user 
interface and the information content source interface, the processing unit, in 
response to instructions stored in the memory storage unit, being operative to: 

in resp&nse to instructions received via the user interface, 
enable the information content source interface; 

receive at\least one selection menu via the information 
content source interface; 

receive a content selection via the user interface, the content 
selection being associated with a$ least one item on the at least one selection 
menu; 

provide an indicator of the content selection to the 
information content source interface 

receive informatioVi content via the information content 
source interface, the information content being associated with the content 
selection; and 

store the information Content into the memory storage unit. 
90. The playback device of claim\89, further comprising an audio 
interface and a response generator interface\md the processing unit is further 
operative to: 

read the information content frorA the memory storage unit; 
provide the information content to\the audio interface; 
detect a response signal on the response generator interface; and 
associate the response signal with the^ information content 
currently being provided to the audio interface. 
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9 1 . Ulie playback device of claim 90, wherein the processing unit is 
further operatWe to provide the response signal to the information content 
source interface. 

92. TheVjlayback device of claim 90, wherein the at least one selection 
menu is an audio menu and the processing unit provides the at least one 
selection menu to thk audio interface. 

93. The playback device of claim 92, wherein the user interface 
includes a display devicV the at least one selection menu is a displayable menu 
and the processing unit provides the at least one selection menu to the display 
device. 
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A playback device comprising: 
a memory storage unit; 
an information content source interface; 
an audio interface; 
a user interface; and 

a processing unit coupled to the memory storage unit, the user 
interface, the audio interface and the information content source interface, the 
processing unit, in response to instructions stored in the memory storage unit, 
being operative to: 

in response to instructions received via the user interface, 
enable the information content source interface; 

receive atveast one selection menu via the information 
content source interface; 

receive a coAtent selection via the user interface, the content 
selection being associated with ayeast one item on the at least one selection 
menu; 

provide an indicator of the content selection to the 
information content source interfaced 

receive information\content via the information content 
source interface, the information conten\ being associated with the content 
selection; and 

provide the informatioh content to the audio interface. 
95. The playback device of claim\94, further comprising a response 
generator interface and the processing unit is further operative to: 

detect a response signal on the response generator interface; and 
associate the response signal with the information content 
currently being provided to the audio interface 
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96. T^ie playback device of claim 95, wherein the processing unit is 
further operati>)e to provide the response signal to the information content 
source interface. 

97. The jMayback device of claim 94, wherein the at least one selection 
menu is an audio menu and the processing unit provides the at least one 
selection menu to thaaudio interface. 

98. The playback device of claim 94, wherein the user interface 
includes a display devicV the at least one selection menu is a displayable menu 
and the processing unit provides the at least one selection menu to the display 
device. 
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